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PRESS RELEASE                                                                9th March 2018                
 
The Global Network for Tobacco Free Healthcare Services congratulates and welcomes twelve (12) new and three (3) renewal members to the Global Gold Forum. 
The Global Network is an independent, international, not-for-profit association with the mission to advocate, recruit and enable healthcare services and professionals globally to implement and sustain effective tobacco mangement and control policies that are in accordance with the WHO FCTC.
Successful healthcare services to the Global GOLD Forum are from three continents (Aisa, Europe and North America). Nine (9) from Europe (Austria, Germany, Catalonia -Spain and Andalucía, Spain), one (1) from North America (Kansas, USA) and five (5) from Aisa (South Korea and Taiwan). 

The Global GOLD Forum is a global platform that gives recognition to healthcare services both members and non-members working at the highest level of tobacco management according to the Global Network 8 Standards (www.tobaccofreehealthcare.org)

Warmest congratulations are extended to :Klinikum am Kurpark Baden (Austria), Hospital Santa Ana de Motril (Granada)(Andalucía, Spain), Hospital Universitario Reina Sofiía de Córdoba (Andalucía, Spain), Hospital de Alta Resolución Sierra Norte (Sevilla) (Andalucía, Spain), Hospital de Alta Resolución de Utrera (Sevilla) (Andalucía, Spain), Hospital de Alta Resolución de Écija (Sevilla)(Andalucía, Spain), ALTHAIA, Xarxa Assistencial de Manresa (Catalonia, Spain), Benito Meni CASM Hospital (Catalonia, Spain), University of Kansas Medical Center (Kansas -USA), Mennonite Christian Hospital (Taiwan),  Min-Sheng General Hospital (Taiwan),  National Taiwan University Hospital Yunlin Branch (Taiwan) and to: Taipei Medical University Hospital (Taiwan), SMG-SNU Boramae Medical Center (South Korea) and Salus clinic Lindow (Germany) for renewing their membership after 4 years of sustained high-level tobacco management.  
 
To achieve GOLD Forum Membership, healthcare services must first be validated by an external national/regional process and nominated to a GOLD Process. All accepted candidares are peer-reviewed by an international jury team and if deemed successful are invited to share good practice and exchange experiences at a Gold Forum Event.

The GOLD Forum EVENT provides all participants with an opportunity to share and learn from the GOLD Forum members, how to design effective tobacco management policies, overcome resistances, implement prevention and cessation initiatives and learn how to contribute to national/regional Tobacco Control strategies and obligations under FCTC
Next Global GOLD Forum EVENT is scheduled for Wednesday 6th of June 2018 in Bologna, Italy within the Tobacco Free Preconference that is held in association with the 26th International Conference of Health Promoting Hospitals and Health Services (HPH) in Bologna, Italy. For more on information and to register for the preconference: 
https://www.hphconferences.org/bologna2018/program/?L=0
For information on the Global GOLD Forum and for details on how to participate in the next GOLD Process: http://www.tobaccofreehealthcare.org/gold-forum
